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August 2017 
 

Dear Roberge Parents/Guardians: 

 
It’s been a very exciting (and busy) summer here at Roberge, as we have been working hard 

preparing for the 2017-2018 school year.  I hope your summer has been relaxing and filled 

with opportunities to travel, connect with friends, and spend time with family.  The summer 

is often a time of growth, change, and new experiences when many milestones are met and 

memories are made.  I’m hopeful that you have had the opportunity to experience these 

special moments with your children over the summer months.  I would like to take this 

opportunity to share some important information and updates with you regarding this 

upcoming school year, beginning with a change in how we will be sharing your child’s teacher 

placement with you. 

 
Class Placement 

This summer, we are excited to share your child’s teacher placement via Genesis. 

We will no longer be mailing a physical letter home.  It is our hope that this will avoid a delay 

in receiving this information due to summer vacations and other plans.  This information will 

be available to access on Wednesday, August 23rd starting at 9:00 a.m.  To view your 

child’s teacher, simply log in to Genesis and navigate to the “student summary” screen.  

There you will see your child’s teacher listed below your son/daughter’s picture. 

 
Communication 
In a continuous effort to communicate clearly and efficiently with our parents and 

community, we will be sending communication updates and school happenings via Twitter 

and Facebook in addition to the periodic e-blasts you have been accustomed to.  Please 

follow the Roberge Twitter feed @RobergeES and stay tuned for more information regarding 

our Facebook page.  Other forms of electronic communication, such as Google Surveys 

(you’ll see this mentioned later on in this letter in the “Principal’s Advisory Council” section), 

will be used during the year to simplify the process of disseminating information and 

gathering feedback.  Consistent and transparent communication between schools and 

parents help to provide a positive, supportive environment for children.   
 
Facility Improvements 
While much happens during the summer here at Roberge inside the school, our most 

noticeable facility updates was the repaving of our parking lot.  The newly paved lot gives 

the entire grounds a fresh, new look (and a few extra parking spaces).   
 

We also have added new tack strips along the walls of our gymnasium, which will help 

greatly when decorations need to be hung for end-of-the-year celebrations, concerts, etc.  

The tack strips will help to protect the new wall pads that were installed this past school 

year.  This new addition to our gym was made possible by the PTA.  Speaking of the PTA, 

they were also kind enough to purchase some new hands-on equipment (Ozobots, littleBits 

Kits, and more!) for our students, designed to spark creativity and critical thinking through 
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engaging technology.  We are so thankful for the PTA’s support and generosity and the 

impact that their efforts have on our students.   
 

Work has also been done in each of our classrooms to prepare them for the upcoming school 

year.  The most notable addition in our classrooms has been the new teacher desks that are 

mobile and will help to provide our teachers with more flexible classroom space.   
 

Our custodians and maintenance crew do a wonderful job of ensuring that our classrooms, 

hallways, and surrounding property are in great shape for the opening of school.  Their 

efforts, along with the invaluable work from our school secretaries, are so greatly 

appreciated.  We’re lucky to have so many committed professionals here at Roberge. 

 
Staffing Updates 
We are excited to announce that Ms. Christina Jennings will join our team as the new World 

Language teacher for our K-5 students.  She will be replacing Ms. Kelly Wilson.  Ms. Jennings 

has extensive experience teaching Spanish to elementary school-aged students.  She 

previously worked as the elementary World Language teacher in Hillsdale.  Please join me in 

welcoming her to Roberge School. 
 

Last year’s fourth grade class had four sections due to enrollment, and the class will stay at 

four sections this year in fifth grade.  As a result, Mrs. Marilena LoVerso will move from 

fourth grade to fifth grade this year, joining Mr. Beyer, Mrs. Constants, and Mr. Merli on the 

fifth grade team.  As many of you know, Mrs. LoVerso is an experienced teacher who 

possesses the skills and expertise that will help to foster growth and independence in her 

students as they prepare themselves for middle school.  

 
School Hours for 2017-2018 
Our first day of school is Wednesday, September 6th.  The following start and dismissal times 

apply to both Roberge and Woodside.  School begins promptly at 8:45 a.m. each day.  

Students arriving to classrooms after that time will be marked tardy.  We will continue to 

provide adult supervision outside classroom doors where students may begin to line up 

starting at 8:25 a.m.  Listed below are the school hours:  
 

Student Drop-Off:    Begins at 8:25 a.m. 
School Begins:   Promptly at 8:45 a.m. 
Kindergarten Dismissal:   3:00 p.m. 
Grades 1-5 Dismissal:   3:05 p.m. 

 

We will continue to staff morning arrivals on the “Kiss and Go” line.  The “Kiss and Go” line is 

aimed at keeping the morning arrival safe and smooth.  Please have students ready in 

advance for a quick exit from the car. Parents should remain inside their car during the drop-

off process in order to speed up the flow of traffic.  Should you wish to walk your child to the 

front door, please be sure to park in one of the available parking spaces; parking is not 

permitted in the “Kiss and Go” line.  For the safety of our students please refrain from 

dismissing children from the car until you have reached our drop-off zone.  At the drop-off 

zone, we will have staff waiting to help open the car door and assist your child.  
 

At 8:45, the front doors are shut and become locked to secure the building.  If arriving 

after the doors are shut, you must accompany your child to the main office and sign 

them in.  Students who are late should not enter and sign themselves into school without an 

adult.  
 



Kindergarten Arrival   
We welcome parents/guardians of kindergarteners to escort students into the building for the 

first two days of school between 8:50 a.m. and 9:00 a.m.  Please “read” your child, take 

cues from them as they settle into the classroom, and quietly depart so children can 

transition to their teacher and new classroom environment.  Parents should be prepared to 

leave no later than 9:00 a.m.  

 
Lunch/Recess Times 
Listed on the chart below are the lunch times for this school year. Lunch will occur at the 

same time everyday regardless of inclement weather.  
 

Time Lunch Schedule  Recess Schedule  
12:00 Grades K-2  Grades 3-5 
12:35 Grades 3-5 Grades K-2  

 

Back-to-School Night 
Please mark your calendars for Thursday, September 14, 2017.  We look forward to sharing 

this annual event with our parents. The night begins with a session for grades 3-5 at 7:00 

p.m. and then at 8:00 p.m. for parents with students in grades K-2.  

 
Pertinent School Forms 
The Family Dismissal Form is now online and can be found on the RES homepage. Please 

make sure this form is completed and returned to your classroom teacher on the first day of 

school.  As the beginning of the school year approaches, our technology department will be 

reaching out to you via email with information regarding important forms that need to be 

completed.  Please be on the lookout and complete the necessary forms in a timely manner. 

 
Principal’s Advisory Council 
The Board of Education and principals have agreed to continue the Principal’s Advisory 

Councils in each school.  The purpose of the Principal’s Advisory Council (PAC) is to keep 

parents informed about the events at school and to create a dialogue between parents and 

the administration of the school.  The council is comprised of one parent from each grade 

level, two teacher representatives, and is chaired by the principal.  To find out more about 

the PAC and to sign up to volunteer, please click the following link:  Roberge PAC Google 

Survey 
 

 

I am looking forward to the start of a new school year and the opportunity to watch your 

children grow, discover, and mature over the course of the year.  I deeply value our 

partnership and am eager to begin the process of working with each of you to ultimately 

make your child’s Roberge experience one that is enriching, inspiring, and lots of fun! 

 

Enjoy these last two weeks of summer; I look forward to seeing you soon.  

 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
Stephen Wren 
Principal 
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